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October 23, 2010

Nancy L. Zimpher, Ph.D.
Chancellor, State University of New York
State University Plaza
353 Broadway
Albany, New York 122246

Dear Dr. Zimpher:

It is with deep concern that I address this letter to you regarding your decision to terminate the Italian program, as well as several other foreign languages, from your institution.
I’m currently serving as President of AATILI (American Association of Teachers of Italian/Long Island Chapter) and I voice the opinions and concerns of colleagues and friends of the Italian language and culture. Your decision to discontinue the Italian program comes at an inappropriate time. Only a few weeks ago, we rejoiced at the news that the prestigious AP exam, discontinued by the College Board in 2009, has now been reinstated. Thanks to the generosity of the Italian government, numerous Italian American institutions and the generous contribution of former Congressman Frank Guarini, we will be able to offer the program in our schools in 2011-12.
Our effort to reinstate the AP program in Italian and continue college-level foreign language studies must be supported by prestigious institutions of higher learning such as your own.  Your obligation, as a leading state university, is to keep alive the culture of those Italian immigrants who so willingly contributed to the making of this country. The contributions of Italian workers in the building of America are a testament to their dedication to this nation and the spirit of hard work and ingenuity. Many famous monuments, gracing the U.S. Capitol, were built by Italian artists and immigrants. To name a few: Constantino Brumidi (paintings and monuments in the Capitol Building), Giuseppe Franzoni (sculptor of the first U.S. eagle), Attilio Piccirilli (carving of the majestic statue “Seated Lincoln” in the Lincoln Memorial), and many more.
The Italian language and culture must be preserved and the teaching of this language, as well as other languages, must continue in order to meet the demands of our global society. The study of foreign languages is a vital aspect in our ever-changing world.
On behalf of the AATILI members, I urge you to preserve the teachings of the Italian and World Languages, in particular at a university which bears the name of the capital of New York State.
Sincerely,
Aurora Biuso O’Brien
President AATILI
17 Silber Avenue
Bethpage, New York 11714
cc: Dr. George Philip, President, SUNY at Albany
      

 
 

 

 
 
 

