              L’ESPERIENZA MAGAZINE CONCERT REVIEW 10/21/10

                                 CASTALDO “CRYSTALLIZED”

      After much anticipation, careful planning and hard work, Micheal Castaldo performed a concert with a full orchestra and children’s choir in a New York City church.

     The Event was a fundraiser for the Church of St. John the Baptist Bread of Life Food Pantry located at 210 West 31st Street. Joining Micheal was the Richmond County Orchestra directed by Alan Aurelia and the Young Peoples Chorus of New York. In attendance was Micheal’s Mom who came to visit from Toronto, Canada.

     And so Micheal Castaldo “crystallized” all these different elements into a heartwarming evening in a beautiful setting with an appreciative audience accompanied by fine musicians, video cameraperson, photographers, friends and family.
     Micheal Castaldo, named L’Esperienza Magazine’s Male Vocal Artist of the Decade, opened the evening with his hit tune, “Io Credo,” from his new CD “Aceto.” The album was dedicated to his late Dad, Pasquale, who inspired him to listen to and sing Neapolitan melodies. The audience immediately joined in, singing with Micheal’s second number “Alleluia.” This song was a big hit during his appearance at the Columbus Day Parade.

     Micheal has said that everyone wants to tell their story and his is shared through music. His next rendition was “Guarda Questa Terra,” a song he wrote and performed with the youth choir. This number was followed by a bilingual version of “Sounds of Silence” which he ended with a series of repeating echoes.  Many parts of the orchestra blended with Micheal’s voice, especially the strong sounds of the base guitar.

     In the church setting, the next tune performed was “Panis Angelicus.” Panis is Latin for bread (pane in Italian). Angelicus is Latin for angelic (angelica in Italian). Literally: bread of angels. That is what this concert was- to raise funds for the Bread of Life Pantry that helps feed up to 800 persons per week.

     The next number “Mio Cuore” (I bring my heart to You), Micheal humbly sang with a member of the youth choir- DiMitri, allowing the young lad to shine on his own and he did very well. This is just another example of Mr. Castaldo’s versatility.
 ”Nella Fantasia” from his CD, “ La Dolce Vita ‘n America” was followed by “I Te Vurria Vassa” from his new CD, “Aceto.”  Micheal explained how his Dad asked the family to be quiet at the Sunday dinner table to listen to Neapolitan Classics on the radio when he was growing up in Canada. This is a song to reminisce the past. “Over the Rainbow/What a Wonderful World” provided an upbeat mood.

     The next song, “Nessun Dorma,” he dedicated to his Mom Victoria who received a standing ovation. At the conclusion L’Esperienza led a standing ovation and bravos for Micheal that left the audience standing for a few minutes.
Just before the next number Micheal’ Mom, whom L’Esperienza had given a single red rose before the concert, handed me a set of rosary beads. Micheal performed the “Ave Maria” and brought tears to everyone’s eyes. My daughter Angela Valentine Elissa (A.V.E) Maria (Confirmation name), especially enjoined this number.

     As an encore Micheal performed, “Unchained Melody” (Theme from the movie Ghost) with a very vigorous orchestral accompaniment. This again ended with a standing ovation. Mission Accomplished.
     Bravo Micheal and God bless! Dio ti benedica!

