L’ESPERIENZA NEWS RELEASE

“RISORGIMENTO WEEK” 2011
March 17th *  We attended La Scuola D’Italia “Guglielmo Marconi’s” event celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Unification of Italy (1861-201). Anna Fiore, Head of the School, and all the students are commended for a great program “reliving” many of the stories associated with the “Risorgimento.”

The audience listened to the USA and Italian national anthems, performed by the 5th Grade, 8th Grade and Liceo choir. The program was informative, educational and entertaining. Opening remarks were given by Ministro Francesco Talo’- Consul General of Italy in New York. The Consul General read a White House Press release and proclamation of Italian Unification by President Barack Obama.
The array of adult and student speakers & acting skits concluded with a brief performance of  Giuseppe Garibaldi by Mario Fratti & Rosaria Crisafi.
Your Editor was impressed by the command of the bilingual and bicultural Italian-American knowledge of the young students involved. We must keep alive these traditions and it all begins with our youth guided by diligent teachers.
 Personaggi in attendance included: Anthony Tamburri, Joe Sciame, Cav. Josephine Maietta, Micheal Castaldo, Dr. Silvana Mangione, naturally Francesco Talo, Mario Fratti & many more! The audience was also treated to a video screening of “Garibaldi eroe romantico e moderno” by Paolo Gallo.

Upon leaving the school we were surprised to see a truck carrying marble & stone from “Formia,” Italy. After a brief subway ride we arrived at “Pompeii the Exhibit” at the Discovery Times Square Exhibit at 226 W.44thST.
Having climbed Mt. Vesuvius on one our trips to Italy, I was curious to see how this would be and it did not disappoint.  There were lots of artifacts and history to “relive” and “recreate” that infamous day in 79 AD. Then there was a mini theater replicating the day’s volcanic eruption in stages while you are enveloped in a mist. After leaving the mini full wall screen video, you now enter a chamber with preserved figures killed by the lava and poisonous gases from the volcano. At the end of this adventure you could say you relived a day in ancient Roman history.
On Friday 18th of March, on the eve of St. Joseph’s Day, Professor Stan Pugliese did a presentation about Frank Sinatra for the Maria S.S. Dell’Assunta Society in Westbury. His son Alessandro assisted with the AV equipment. “One can be a paison or a padrone, but not both.” Anonymous (S.P.) In an enlightening, informative, humorous and thought provoking lecture/power point, distinguished professor Pugliese described the iconic figure of Frank Sinatra. The audience followed his bio, career, and persona in Italian American history that revealed those “quiet songs that exposed his soul.” The event concluded with a viewing of Sinatra’s first Academy Award film appearance and a book signing by Stan of a new work he edited and compiled from a recent Sinatra symposium.
