
 Isabella retired from Middle Country School District in 2003 after more than 30 years as a teacher of Italian, French, Spanish and ESL and recently worked as an adjunct instructor of Italian at Suffolk County Community College and  Stony Brook University,

Isabella has been a member of the New York State Association of Foreign Language Teachers (NYSAFLT) and the American Association of Teachers of Italian (AATI) since the ‘70s and Long Island Language Teachers (LILT) since the ‘80s. She has served in many capacities including NYSAFLT Regional Director (’01-’04) AATI Long Island Secretary, Vice President, and President as well as LILT 1st Vice President (‘05). In addition, she has presented workshops for each of these organizations. Isabella is also a member of the Association of Italian American Educators (AIAE) and has served as    Secretary since 2003. 

In 1996, Isabella was named Centereach High School Teacher of the Year. In 2001, she received the PTSA Jenkins Award and was honored as AIAE Educator of the Year in Secondary Education in 2003.

Highlights of Isabella’s professional career include more than twenty years of entering her students in competitions sponsored by AATI and LILT. She is also proud of  the Cultural Exchange Program she established in 1990 with Liceo Umberto I in Naples, Italy.

In May, Isabella realized her dream of  connecting with her roots in Basilicata by visiting the towns from which her grandparents emigrated in the early 1900s: Accettura (nonna Isabella Romano, 1909) and Cirigliano (nonno Rocco Ferruzzi, 1906).

Most recently, Isabella presented a workshop, “Using Youtube Videos to Support the Teaching of Italian” and co-presented an Italian sing-along with AATI LI Past President and Advisory Council member, Giovanna Denaro.


