






October 7, 2010

Nancy L. Zimpher, Ph.D.
Chancellor, State University of New York
State University Plaza
353 Broadway
Albany, New York 12246 

Dear Dr. Zimpher:

I am appalled to learn that SUNY at Albany President Dr. George Phillip announced the decision to dissolve 5 Humanities curriculums, specifically, the Italian Studies program.

As the President of the New York Conference of Italian American State Legislators, and on behalf of my colleagues, I respectfully urge you to advise Dr. Phillip to reconsider this shortsighted action.

There has never been a more important time than now for Americans, especially our young adults, to learn foreign languages and cultures.  College graduates are facing an ever increasing global economy and political unrest.  We must continue to reach out to the rest of the world with open eyes and respect.  Education is the key.

It was and still is a long hard road for Italian Americans to achieve the American Dream.  Italian Americans have contributed knowledge and expertise to every American industry, including education, yet we still face discrimination and stereotyping by our peers and in the media.  Our accomplishments must not be forgotten.   

Furthermore, we have such a rich heritage that Italy has become the 5th most visited country in the world.  Tourism is one of Italy's fastest growing and most profitable industrial sectors, with an estimated revenue of $42.7 billion (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourism_in_Italy).  Moreover, there are an estimated 168,900 Americans currently living in Italy (not including government and military personnel) (http://www.overseasdigest.com).

This year marks the 150th Anniversary of the Unification of Italy.  Please do not diminish the celebration of this historical event by continuing to do away with the Italian Studies Program.  
 
Sincerely,
[image: ]



Diane J. Savino
NY State Senate
Conference President 

cc: Dr. George Philip, President, SUNY at Albany
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